Dunellen Shade Tree Commission – Agenda

March 3, 2011

Attendees: Ken Baudendistel, David Starace, Cate Walsh, Cindy Beam, Sue Butterworth, 
New Business:

· Tree for Maura Clancey

Mr. and Mrs. Dudley should finance the tree, and the DSCT will purchase and plant for them in the spring along the walking path.
We cannot finance plantings of this nature but are willing to purchase and plant the tree.   If we offer to purchase these trees we may get more requests that we can afford.
· Arbor Day Celebration

· We decided to landscape the pumping station grounds on N. Washington Ave. as you come in from Green Brook as our celebration this year.  We will hold it on May 14th the same day as Dunellen Community Spirit event.

· The annual contest will be a poster contest –

· Action – Ken to pull the pamphlet and other literature from the previous years and work with the schools
· Action – Cate will look into a solar spot light to illuminate the welcome to Dunellen sign as part of the project

· Tree City USA – Recertification application
· The application was sent in on May 3rd for renewal
· Inspection – 

· NJ State Forestry – Joe Bennett came out and inspected our fall planting – we passed inspection with flying colors.  Ken also submitted all the paperwork for the grant so our reimbursement should be coming in 2 – 4 weeks
· Sue suggested we remove the stakes from these trees since in some cases it looks like they are too tight.  We agreed to check them and see if they can be loosened rather than removed.  We would like to see them stay in place for one growing season. Action David will inspect some and get back to us.
· Tree in memory of Frank T. Bieniek
· Let’s plant a tree in Columbia Park in his memory in the fall just prior to the first football game.  Action – Ken will discuss with the Council and organize a ceremony

Old Business:

· Pick up truck – 

· Action Ken will follow up with the Chief on the pick up truck he thought we could get for DSTC
· Tree Care Signs

· David came up with an idea to have tree care instructions on a laminated card that can be hung from a low branch on each newly planted tree.  This will help the residents know how to take care of the tree through its first couple of years.  Action – David will have a sample for next meeting

· Tree inspection, pruning and inventory
· Shade Tree Commission will start this in May; we will work together on the pruning.  Action – Ken will send out the inventory forms from 2 years ago and we will each cover the same areas, updating the existing documents.

Next Meeting – April 7th at 7pm Dunellen Recreation Office
